Parent and Kidtropolis Strategy
1. Most spiritual development takes place before we reach adulthood.

a. Moral foundations are generally in place by the time we reach age nine.

b. A person’s response to Jesus Christ is usually determined before they reach age eighteen.

c. Spiritual beliefs are formed by the time we are thirteen years old.

2. There’s a short window of time when elementary-age kids can be reached.  Unfortunately, statics show that we are currently losing the battle for the hearts and minds of most kids.

a. The good news:  The church is not responsible for the kids at the church.

b. The bible always assumes parents have responsibility for training kids.

Duet. 6 – “Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your sole and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”


When we are confronted with a “problem child,” we don’t ask, “Where is your church?” We ask, “Where are your parents?”

c. The bad news:  The church is responsible for the parents at the church.

3. Instead of designing programs for kids, we need to build environments for families.

a. Most churches have about forty hours each year to impact a kid’s faith, friendships, and relationships.
b. Parents get three thousand hours in that same year.

c. Focusing only on children and neglecting parents is not only a bad strategy it is irresponsible use of the church’s time, energy, and resources.

4. Moses wanted the commandments of God to continually be part of family life. 

a. Moses told parents how to teach their kids.

b. Moses told parents when to teach their kids.

c. Moses told parents what to teach their kids.

5. Deciding what “them” will be for the forty hours could be the most important decision the church will have to make in the life of a child.

6. Parents feel the need to teach their kids what’s important.  The church is partnering with parents in effort to do this effectively.  

a. In Kidtropolis we structure our ministries around what’s important and that is faith.

b.  KFC uses virtues and these virtues are an expression of faith.

i. Every virtue relates to faith in general and either wisdom or friendships. 

ii. Every virtue is something parents already want their kids to know.

c. Awana’s uses relationships to express faith to the kids.
i. Relationships built with peers and adults keep the faith alive.

ii. Relationships built with God and learning his word keep the faith alive.

d. Other ministries in Kidtropolis also have the importance of faith.

7. Parents need to make it a priority to get involved with their kids and their faith.

a. Parents can get involved by volunteering in a service time.

b. Parents can get involved by helping your child do devotionals from KFC or their handbook.

If the church and parents partner together then faith in the next generation can be achieved.

